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Steinbeck used each of the 20 words listed below in Of Mice and Men.  Turn to the page in the book where he used the word (see “text reference” column) and, on your own paper, copy the entire sentence in which the word appears.  
	
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Definition
	Text Reference

(Penguin 1993)

	1. 
	anguish
	noun
	stress, painful sadness
	p. 11


	2. 
	apprehensive
	adjective
	uneasy, untrusting, reluctant to cooperate
	p. 32


	3. 
	bindle
	noun
	bed roll, such as a hobo’s
	p. 3


	4. 
	bridled
	adjective
	controlled, contained
	p. 31


	5. 
	bucker
	noun
	A person who passes something on to the next person in line

	p. 21

	6. 
	brusquely
	adverb
	blunt in manner or speech often to the point of ungracious harshness

	p. 8

	7. 
	cesspool
	noun
	unclean environment; a covered hole in the ground for sewage

	p. 23

	8. 
	derogatory
	adjective
	insulting, tearing-down
	p. 27


	9. 
	euthanasia
	noun
	the act of killing hopelessly sick or injured people or animals in a relatively painless way for reasons of mercy
	(not in the book; make up your own sentence)

	10. 
	imperiously
	adverb
	Characterized by arrogance
	p. 9


	11. 
	jerkline skinner
	noun
	the main driver of a mule team who handles the jerkline (reins)

	p.33

	12. 
	juncture
	noun
	meeting, joining place
	p. 1


	13. 
	liniment
	noun
	a medicated liquid rubbed on the skin to ease sore muscles and sprains

	p. 67

	14. 
	mollified
	adjective
	calmed, placated
	p. 24


	15. 
	monotonous
	adjective
	Characterized by a sameness of pitch and intensity
	p. 103


	16. 
	morosely
	adverb
	sadly, miserably, reluctantly
	p. 4


	17. pu
	pugnacious
	adjective
	having a quarrelsome or combative nature
	p. 25

	18. 
	skinner
	noun
	a driver of draft animals
	p. 20


	19. 
	swamper
	noun
	a handyman; someone who performs odd jobs often involving cleaning
	p. 24

	20. 
	contemptuously
	adverb
	full of contempt or scorn
	p. 78


